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prisoner. China then signed the Treaty of
Tientsin, 1858, by which she agreed to allow
diplomatic representation of Britain at Peking, to
grant the free right of travel in China to British
subjects, to open the Yangtse river to British ships,
and several new ports to British trade, and to allow
the import of opium* Similar treaties were signed
with France, Russia, and the United States, but the
Chinese made one last desperate effort to avoid the
inevitable and refused to allow the British repre-
sentative to enter Peking, A naval and military
expedition which captured the Taku forts and
destroyed the Peking Summer Palace finally taught
the Chinese the hopelessness of fighting against
European civilisation, and the signing of the Treaty
of Peking, 1860, completed the opening up of
China to Europe*

I have given the facts in the previous paragraph
in order that the reader may understand the general
nature of the international problem which was
growing up in the Far East* The penetration of
Europe's new industrial and economic system into
China was probably inevitable* Quite apart from
the overwhelming force which that system placed
at the disposal of European States, in an age of
steamships and railways no nation can successfully